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The MARC program, Master of Architecture (without thesis), educates students and
architectural professionals through an educational facilitation in which process-
oriented, holistic approaches are supported with participatory methods.
Collaborations with stakeholders also help to provide an inclusive learning milieu,
generating intellectual exposure to real life issues and focusing on grasping the
relationships between various bodies of knowledge.  

Studio-oriented learning practices are guided by professors and by free-lance
architects who specialize in practice. Vertical design studios enhance the
educational experience of students where group work with students from different
backgrounds supports creative design processes and enables diversity in fulfilling
the expected outcomes. 

Exemplifying this process, just two semesters ago our students won first prize for
“People’s Choice” in a prestigious competition entitled “Athenaeum - of World
Architecture ’20: Brazil” with their project “The Hovering Building.”

In the fall semester, students designed a rehabilitation center for different socially
sensitive user groups in Lefke. The studio strived to find and answer, “How can
architecture be used as a tool to heal community?” with all its aspects and means.
The methodology used in the studio led to development of very diverse and
interesting architectural programs as well as geometries. From the semester’s
output, four projects from among twelve were listed as nominees for the EU’s Young
Talent Award (YTAA 2020).

NOTE BY:
CHAIR OF 
ARCHITECTURE
DEPARTMENT 

Prof. Dr. Resmiye Alpar Atun

LetrAset -  Summer 2020



In the previous semester, based on a collaboration between Yeniboğaziçi  Municipality and the MARC Program, a youth center for
the village and neighboring villages was designed. The participatory manner engaged the youth of the village in the design process
from the beginning (preparing the architectural program) to the end when they selected projects from alternatives produced by
various students/groups. Locality was considered a value and the locals became the main actors as decision makers throughout and
at the conclusion of the design process. Exhibitions were conducted where authorities (municipality, central government,
developers) partook together with local people, sharing the success of our students in contributing to real life practices. As followed,
this participatory design process became a role model for similar cases since sense of awareness was created amongst stakeholders;
one of the main responsibilities of our program is to support win-win models in theory and in practice.

MARC is one of our graduate programs that we are proud of for its successes: providing holistic architectural approaches against
social, economic, and environmental problems and supporting diverse participation that enriches the process and results in long-
term sustainable practices.
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Dear Readers,

First On behalf of the Editorial Board, I am pleased to present the fourth edition of
Letraset.  The editorial board made the decision to devote an issue to the significant
efforts of the Architecture Masters’ program (without thesis). 

The Master of Architecture (MARC) at EMU educates architectural professionals
and agents of change to develop new practices in a rapidly evolving global
marketplace.  The vibrant and inclusive learning milieu generates intellectual
exposure to real life issues and focuses on grasping the relationships between
various bodies of knowledge.

Immersive seminar discussions are guided by faculty who specialize in their relevant
fields, and vertical design studios nurture the educational experience of students.
The MARC program provides its graduates with a credential that advances their
path toward licensure. The program develops its students to be capable
practitioners as well as researchers. The dual capability of this program’s alumni
facilitates their discovery and creation of satisfying practice opportunities and
academic careers. 

This issue presents students’ various architectural design approaches and solutions
and their accomplishments from both the fall and spring semesters of the 2019-2020
academic year, together with a sampling of pre-competition exhibition events. 

Indeed what makes the outputs from this academic year stand out is students’ great
achievements in moving from data to insights and creating an effective geometry
that offers moments for seizing opportunities by the target community and users. 

Finally , we would like to thank you, the reader, for your continued support and
interest in Letraset graduate newspaper of EMU. We hope to hear from you
sometime soon!
Cheers!

NOTE BY:
ACTING EDITOR

Assist. Prof. Dr. BADIOSSADAT HASSANPOUR

LetrAset -  Summer 2020



Curriculum

Department of Architecture aims to widen the scope of the Master of Architecture program
(M.Arch.) through introducing new alternative routes to graduate students with varying interests or
professional perspectives. In line with many reputable architectural schools abroad, Department of
Architecture offers a new professional degree opportunity, namely the Master of Architecture
(M.Arch). The program is tailored to accommodate individual interests and methodologies to
improve the professional skills of students (architects) on the basis of advanced architectural
design projects. The Master of Architecture is a one year professional degree program without
thesis for those who wish to deepen their design abilities and expand their knowledge of
contemporary theory, technology, and environmental systems, as well as professional issues in the
discipline of architecture.

Opportunities

The MARC program at EMU develops its students to be capable practitioners as well as
researchers. This dual capability of this program’s alumni facilitates their discovery and creation of
satisfying practice opportunities and academic careers.
The MARC program provides its graduates with a credential that advances their path toward
licensure.
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Course Code       Course Title                                     Credit            Lecture Hour (hrs/week)             Tutorial (hrs/week)

MARC591           Architectural Design - I                        6                              4                                                     4
MARC541           Integrated Systems in Architecture    3                              2                                                     2
MARC551           Architecture and Building Economy   3                              3                                                     -
MARC561           Architectural Theory and Criticism     3                              3                                                     -
MARC581           Computer Applications                        3                              2                                                     2
MARC592           Architectural Design - II                       6                              4                                                     4
MARC542           Building Technology and                     3                               2                                                     2
                                  Structural Design
MARC562           People-Environment Studies               3                              3                                                      -
MARC594           Legal and Managerial Aspects             3                              3                                                     1
                                  of Architectural Practice
REQ1                   Elective Course                                     3                              3                                                      -
MARC599           Term Project                                          -                               -                                                      -

MARCMARCMARC
Master of Architecture CurriculumMaster of Architecture CurriculumMaster of Architecture Curriculum

Available on the link: https://march.emu.edu.tr/en/program

https://march.emu.edu.tr/en/program


MARCMARCMARC
ARCH 591 - 592ARCH 591 - 592ARCH 591 - 592   

INSTRUCTORSINSTRUCTORSINSTRUCTORS   

FALL 2019/2020FALL 2019/2020FALL 2019/2020

SPRING 2019/2020SPRING 2019/2020SPRING 2019/2020
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BADIOSSADAT
HASSANPOUR

Assist. Prof. Dr. 
Eastern Mediterranean University
Faculty of Architecture
Department of Architecture
Gazimağusa (Famagusta)
Northern Cyprus (TRNC)
Tel:+903926302224
E-mail: 
badeih.hassanpour@gmail.com
badiossadat.hassan@emu.edu.tr

Dr. Hassanpour has served as Assistant Professor in the
Department of Architecture at Eastern Mediterranean
University since September 2013. She received her Ph.D.
in architectural education from University Kebangsaan
Malaysia in 2013. She is a member of the Association of
Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA) and program
leader for Masters’ of Architecture (without thesis) in the
Department of Architecture at EMU. 
Her research interests include architectural education
and sustainable development, with her most recent
publications focusing on the adoption of technology in
architectural education activities. 

FALL 2019 - 2020



Instr. Birinci has worked in various offices in the UK and
the Netherlands since 2008 and continues at his
current office. He has architects whom he is mentoring,
but the recent academic teaching experience at EMU was
new to him.

 His Teaching Experience...

This was my first teaching experience and I really enjoyed
it. This is why I am grateful to EMU for this great
opportunity. Our students were very keen for their self-
development and excited about being students of
architecture. I believe these are the two most important
traits you need  to be a good architect. At the beginning
of the semester, we gave them a challenging task and
they performed extremely well.

ERGIN KEMAL BIRINCI

Architect/ Associate at UNStudio,
Amesterdam  

FALL 2019 - 2020
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HARUN SEVİNÇ

Assist. Prof. Dr.
Eastern Mediterranean University
Faculty of Architecture
Department of Architecture
Gazimağusa (Famagusta)
Northern Cyprus (TRNC)
Tel: +90 392 630 2234
Fax: +90 392 630 2365
E-mail: harun.sevinc@emu.edu.tr

in Mönchengladbach and Nölle & Saeftel in Köln. 
He taught at European University of Lefke and was
Acting Head of Department of Interior Architecture.
Since 2008, he has been teaching a variety of
undergraduate and MARC graduate architectural
design studios at Eastern Mediterranean University.
The undergraduate courses include ‘Ecological Issues
in Architecture’, ‘Life Safety in Buildings’, and
‘Introduction in Design Technology’; the graduate
course has been ‘Solar Architecture’. He has
supervised fifteen master theses and two Ph.D.
theses related to his research fields, published four
research papers in scientific-indexed journals, and
presented ten conference papers in international
symposiums. At the same time, he was a referee of
two published research papers in a SCI-Expanded
journal.

Since 2013, Dr. Sevinç has been working as Rector’s
Coordinator for recruiting students from German-
speaking countries to EMU.  He is a native speaker
of German and Turkish and speaks fluent English and
basic French.

Dr. Sevinç is an assistant professor in Architecture at
Eastern Mediterranean University  in Gazimağusa /
Famagusta, Northern Cyprus. His teaching and
research covers solar settlements and architecture,
climate-protection housing, climate responsive design,
ecological issues in architecture, and energy efficient
buildings. 

He studied architecture at TU Berlin and did his Ph.D.
in Architecture (Dr. Ing.) at RWTH Aachen. He was
active in the profession in Berlin, Mönchengladbach,
and Köln, Germany. He worked mostly on social
housing projects and office buildings, most notably
with Prof. Döhmen

SPRING 2019 - 2020



CENK ATUN

Senior Instructor
Eastern Mediterranean University
Faculty of Architecture
Department of Architecture
Gazimağusa (Famagusta)
Northern Cyprus (TRNC)
Tel: +90 392 228 2375
Tel: +90 533 847 4613
E-mail: cenk.atun@emu.edu.tr

Instr. Atun has been teaching architecture on a
part-time basis since 2011 for Eastern
Mediterranean University in Gazimağusa /
Famagusta, North Cyprus. He has attended and
contributed to the design studios with the
perspectives of a professional practice architect. 

He studied architecture at EMU, graduating in 1998.
In 2001, he completed his MArch in Urban Design at
Middle Eastern Technical University, Ankara, Turkey,
from the Faculty of City Planning, Department of
Urban Design. Since 2004, he has remained active in
the profession in his family company,  Atun
Architectural Office, in Lefkoşa/Nicosia. His design
projects mostly include  housing, offices, recreational
facilities, and public buildings.

TERRA APT. PROJECT, 
YENIŞEHIR/LEFKOŞA, 2017

CREDITWEST HEADQUARTERS, 
2005 (WITH BURHAN ATUN)

  ŞIFA NESIM, PRIVATE HOUSE    PROJECT, GIRNE, 2016 MERYEM & MEHMET ZORBA, PRIVATE HOUSE PROJECT, 
ÇATALKÖY/GIRNE, 2016

SPRING 2019 - 2020
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I am an EMU Graduate 

It is not uncommon for students to turn away from a degree
in architecture once they have peaked behind the curtain and
realized the required level of commitment. Having said that, I
can tell you without a doubt that I had a wonderful
experience at EMU! As an architecture student from another
university and aspiring to pursue my dreams in the field of
art, I was fortunate and delighted to participate in the MARC
program at EMU. I have never worked so hard in my life and
never had so much fun. The whole experience was humbling
and extremely rewarding. I was able to deepen my
knowledge, gain more experience in design, and expand my
skills in oral theoretical reflection. If this sounds like an
experience that you would like to share, explore EMU, talk to
people, and see what they do. You will probably be surprised
by what you discover.

Mbadinga M. Dean Johancel, from Gabon
Junior Architect at Pro Design Studio in Senegal
Graduate of Department of Architecture, MARC
program
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We asked students to think critically and to come up with a
concept that responds to social needs because, after all, we
design for people. As I mentioned before, at my
current practice in Amsterdam, Netherlands, I have been a
mentor to many junior architects who have recently
graduated. We give them "initiative" and trust their
opinions. We believe we can learn new ways of thinking and
new techniques for architecture from them while we teach
them the professional world of architecture.

Q - What are the expectations of the profession that fresh
graduates should be equipped with?

The offices I have been in are, in a way, an extension of the
university since they offer a very creative atmosphere. This
is why newcomers are selected very carefully. First of all,
we require them to have a good design language and good
understanding of space. We expect them to have critical
thinking and questioning the existing standards. We expect
them to have enthusiasm towards architecture and
proactive approaches to office work and design. Nowadays,
it is also expected from all students, above all of these, to
have good graphic, computing, and scripting skills as well as
understanding and rendering skills.

INTERVIEW with ERGIN BIRINCI
FALL 2019 - 2020
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Q- What are the main challenges a fresh graduate will
deal with following graduation?

Fresh graduates need to show their skills and how they
can best fit into the office. The offices are observing
them closely via their mentoring schemes. For example,
in my current practice, we have knowledge platforms
and futures. We assign newcomers to one of these
branches for two weeks. For knowledge platforms,
they need to research and understand the latest
lessons learned by the office when developing the past
year's projects. Then they share what they learned with
all. For the futures department, they are expected to
research and come up with innovative ideas for today
or create innovative ideas for the next 10-20 years and
share those with the office.

After these two weeks they are assigned to their
architectural teams. From there, they have various
responsibilities at different stages. In their architectural
teams, their efforts at different stages of the projects
helps us to understand where their skills best fit for the
office; these assessments help us integrate their skill
sets into our office workforce. Competitions are also a
great test for them to show their different abilities
since the teams are smaller and the projects require
more passion. 

Q- How do you see our students' placement in relation
to those expectations?

I believe students of EMU have acquired good skills at
technical delivery and architectural submissions. I am
very happy that in the MARC program, the faculty
pushes students to deliver and challenges their skills on
concept, geometry, and user experience. I believe they
were very good at showing their skills and
critical thinking abilities. This will reflect on their CVs
and projects positively. These skills will help them to be
more proactive and confident in the office
environment. I believe students still lack some
technological skills in scripting, which is becoming a
new standard for many architectural practices. I am
sure they will pick up this skill in the coming years.

Overall, I am very happy with this year’s teaching
experience. It was a great opportunity to collaborate
with people from different regions of the world,
experience their ways of thinking, and learn from their
cultures. It was great to help students learn more about
user experience and concept-based architecture. I am
looking forward to more collaborations with EMU
in the future.
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FALL  2019-2020FALL 2019-2020FALL 2019-2020
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SUBJECT:
Rehabilitation Centre for specific user group, CMC Golf Club, Lefke

Rehab facilities offer transitional care for patients who no longer require a hospital’s acute care services but are not quite
ready to function on their own. The specialty requires well-tailored built environments—and more of them—to serve the
specific needs of this unique patient profile. Rehabilitation refers to a process aimed at removing or reducing, as much as
possible, restrictions on the activities of people with disabilities and enabling them to become more independent and enjoying
the highest possible quality of life in physical, psychological, social, professional, and spatial terms. Depending on the type of
disability, various measures, such as medical care, physical rehabilitation, vocational training, social support, or help in
achieving economic self-reliance, may be needed. Physical rehabilitation includes the provision of mobility devices such as
prostheses, orthoses, walking aids, and wheelchairs together with the therapy that enables people with disabilities to make the
fullest use of their devices. Physical rehabilitation must also include activities aimed at maintaining, adjusting, repairing, and
renewing the devices as needed.

Rehabilitation is an “indispensable element in ensuring the full participation and inclusion in society of people with disabilities.”
A well-conceived architectural programme is a prerequisite for a successful project. Because it clearly sets out the objectives
and limitations of a project as envisaged at the beginning by its promoters and its service providers, it offers a guarantee
against time-consuming design revisions or endless building extensions and reorganization over time.

Find out more: https://march.emu.edu.tr/en/news-events/news?pid=20&t=marc591-marc592-architectural-design-i-ii-pre-competition-event-exhibitioni
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YTAAYTAAYTAA
EU MIESEU MIESEU MIES
AWARDAWARDAWARD
Y o u n g  T a l e n tY o u n g  T a l e n tY o u n g  T a l e n t
A r c h i t e c t u r e  A w a r dA r c h i t e c t u r e  A w a r dA r c h i t e c t u r e  A w a r d

YTAA, an inherent part of the European Union's Prize for
Contemporary Architecture – Mies van der Rohe Award, is
organised by the Fundació Mies van der Rohe with the support
of the Creative Europe programme of the European Union. It is
organised in partnership with the European Association for
Architectural Education (EAAE), the Architects’ Council of Europe
(ACE-CAE), World Architects as a founding partner, and the
European Cultural Centre as a partner in Venice. It was
sponsored by Jung, Jansen and Regent with the support of USM.
By bringing together the most talented graduate architects and
some of the best architecture firms and institutions in Europe,
the winners of YTAA have the chance to develop strategies,
synergies, or complementarities with the firms and institutions of
their choice.

Bazla Shahid, Dana Amro Dean Mounguengui,
Khadidja  Abakar

Larry Lanzema Dangana Abdul  Hamze, Farbod 
 Younesi

F O U R  N O M I N A T E D  P R O J E C T S  O FF O U R  N O M I N A T E D  P R O J E C T S  O FF O U R  N O M I N A T E D  P R O J E C T S  O F    
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http://ytaa.miesbcn.com/archive?universityNameEnglish=1491
F I N D  O U T  M O R EF I N D  O U T  M O R EF I N D  O U T  M O R E
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M A R C  5 9 1  -  M A R C  5 9 2M A R C  5 9 1  -  M A R C  5 9 2M A R C  5 9 1  -  M A R C  5 9 2
SUBJECT:
Community Centre for the slow town of Yeni Boğaziçi

Yeni Boğaziçi is member of Cittaslow, which is an international network founded 1999 in Italy. Cittaslow is part of a cultural trend known as the slow
movement and inspired by the slow food movement. Cittaslow’s goals include improving the quality of life in towns with a population under 50,000 by
slowing down its overall pace, especially in a town’s use of spaces and the flow of life and traffic through them. The main aims of the movement are
making life better for everyone living in an urban environment, improving the quality of life in the cities, resisting the homogenization and globalization
of towns around the globe, protecting the environment, promoting cultural diversity and uniqueness of individual cities, and providing inspiration for a
healthier lifestyle. Based on the aims of the Cittaslow movement, the Yeni Boğaziçi Municipality is planning to offer a community centre for its citizens. 

A community centre, which is lacking in the city and at the same time a necessity to today’s everyday needs, will be developed in the town centre. It can
contribute to fulfilling the various demands of different age groups and interests, especially the youth and senior citizens. With such purpose, it is
anticipated to be a main attraction of the town, with potential activities that would ultimately improve public life. By considering the existing
regulations, the resulting community centre project with maximum two floors and maximum 1300 square metres used area should blend recreational,
educational, and administrative uses so those functions are physically and functionally integrated, and provide pedestrian and cycling connections
together with vehicular solutions. Therefore, clubs, academic studios, arts and crafts ateliers, and communal gathering spaces like multipurpose halls
and exhibition areas are expected to be designed within the program of the centre. Additionally, a culinary art school and a meditation centre are
alternatively planned, especially in the town centre for the cultural life of the citizens.

The community centre is to be organized in the design for the site assigned by Yeni Boğaziçi Municipality with the aim of improving quality of life and
inspiring a healthier lifesyle in the urban environment. Care is to be taken on sustainable urban issues like protecting biological diversity and ecology,
avoiding heat island effect, reduced paving and establishing green areas, and general integration with the town centre while considering a
contemporary approach. Energy efficiency issues are also to be addressed and, in this regard, considered within the design proposal.

SPRING 2019-2020SPRING 2019-2020SPRING 2019-2020

Find out more: https://march.emu.edu.tr/en/news-events/news?pid=22&t=exhibition-community-centre-for-cittaslow-yenibogazici
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The spring semester design project was introduced to the Masters’ of Architecture (without thesis) Program based on a declaration of need by
Yeniboğaziçi Municipality and in line with their greater effort derived from their membership in Cittaslow. 

From the beginning of the project, youth from the village contributed to the design program for a youth center. Meetings were organized by the
municipality at a local park, and later, the municipality organized a site excursion. The process-oriented participatory work included the local people
as main stakeholders from the beginning; so, at the end, people from the youth club of the village voted to select the best project alongside
representatives from the municipality. 

For the presentation of the students’ architectural proposals developed as part of their education in the department and for announcement of the
selected project to the media and the public, an exhibition was held in June 2020 at Yeniboğaziçi Halk Plaji.

EXHIBIT ION |  COMMUNITY CENTRE FOREXHIBIT ION |  COMMUNITY CENTRE FOREXHIBIT ION |  COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR
CITTASLOW YENIBOĞAZIÇICITTASLOW YENIBOĞAZIÇICITTASLOW YENIBOĞAZIÇI



At the grand opening of the exhibition, speeches were given by the
Architecture Department chairperson and the Mayor of
Yeniboğaziçi. The Chair of the Department of Architecture at
EMU, Prof. Dr. Resmiye Alpar Atun, highlighted that the process
was very beneficial as an example of developing public awareness
about the role of local participation in the project design process
and the outcomes. Internalization of the project and exerting
effort towards its realization are all part of partaking in the
process. With collaboration between academia, central
government, local government, and developers, public
participation and inclusive, holistic policies play dominant roles in
sustainable development of the village.

The Mayor of Yeniboğaziçi, Mustafa Zurnacilar, underlined the
mutual benefit of such projects and expressed their interest and
willingness to participate in future common activities. After his
speech, while appreciating all the efforts of all the students, they
announced the project designed by student, Maimuna Yerima, as
the selected project. The Mayor mentioned that depending on the
funding schedule, the project implementation will be organized. 

The Department of Architecture has maintained its contact with
the municipality for future projects that may involve recreational
purposes—e.g. a women’s center, cycling routes, walking routes,
bird-watching tower—and meet the demands of the municipality.

https://march.emu.edu.tr/en/news-events/news?pid=22&t=exhibition-community-centre-for-cittaslow-yenibogazici
F I N D  O U T  M O R EF I N D  O U T  M O R EF I N D  O U T  M O R E
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